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Third largest Search and Rescue Region

30 million Square Kilometres

9% of World Ocean Area

15,134 km NZ Coastline

Our Area of Responsibility



SAR Governance

ÅRefer Guiding Notes



SAR Governance
ÅProvision of SAR services mandated in primary legislation 

(Civil Aviation Act 1980; Maritime Transport Act 1994)
ÅSAR governance systems established by Government 

through a cabinet minute (not primary legislation).
ÅNZSAR Secretariat runs a National SAR work programme to 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ b½Ωǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ {!w ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ
ïEnhanced national SAR data systems and performance analysis
ïMROcapability building and other SAR exercises
ïDevelopment of agreed SAR sector doctrinal material

ÅNZ was the first country to accede to the Maritime SAR 
Technical Agreement for Cooperation.



SAR Coordination
RCCNZ
ÅRCCNZ is a Joint Rescue Coordination 
Centre
ÅWe share SAR response coordination in 
NZ with the NZ Police
ÅWe own no SAR assets

RCCNZ is responsible for all Category II SAR ςall SAR initiated by a 
distress beacon activation, all Air related SAR, and any SAR for 
offshore marine incidents (generally beyond 12 Nm and all high 
seas)
Coordination can be transferred and is worked out with NZ Police 
based on who is best placed to lead.



{!w /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘΩŘ
RCCNZ
ÅRCCNZ delivers 24/7 operations
Å15 specialist Search and Rescue Officers (SAROs) work a 12/12 hour 
shift rotation
ÅAll systems IT based, including: incident management; search area 
determination; asset tracking; and commssystems
ÅCurrent Priorities:
ïRecruiting and training two new SAROs
ïUpdating our Standard Operating Procedures
ïPlanning and preparing for a Mass Rescue Operation
ïChair of PACSARSteering Committee; hosting 7th PACSAR Workshop; 
Ongoing work with Pacific Countries



SAR Response



SAR Response

ÅNZ has a comprehensive SAR resources database.
ÅService level agreements with LandSAR, 

Coastguard, Surf Life-saving and AREC(terrestrial 
radio commsprovider)
ÅExercises at national and regional level and 

funded training programme to build responder 
competency and capability
ÅCommsprovided through: the Maritime 

Operations Centre (MOC) ςab½Ωǎcontracted 
24/7 maritime radio provider; Airways; E-text; 
Sat-phones; telephone and email



SAR Response

ÅCurrent Priorities and challenges:

ïExercise RauoraII ςMROseries

ïSAR Demand and Supply study (marine and land)

ïAir Observer training

ïNew Health and Safety Legislation

ïAviation Framework



SAR Prevention

Safer Boating for recreational vessels has been a 
significant focus for a number of years. Some 
key recent activities include:

ÅVirtual Coastguard

ÅOld 4 New life jacket exchange

ÅOn water patrols to check compliance

ÅExtensive social media and traditional media 
boating safety campaigns




