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Maritime search and rescue
technical arrangement for cooperation
among
Pacific Island countries and territories
that support international lifesaving
in the Pacific Ocean

Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Fiji, New Caledonia, and
Wallis and Futuna Islands, French Polynesia, Republic of Kiribati, Republic of the Marshall
Islands, Republic of Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, Republic of Palau, Independent State of Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn Islands,
Independent State of Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Kingdom of Tonga, Tuvalu, United
States of America (American Samoa and Guam), and Republic of Vanuatu are the countries and
territories taking part in this maritime search and rescue (SAR) technical arrangement for
cooperation, hereafter referred to as the ‘SAR Arrangement’.
Recognising the benefits that have been enjoyed from previous close cooperation with regard
to search and rescue (SAR) operations in the Pacific Ocean,
Understanding that additional benefits may be enjoyed from the cooperative arrangements
detailed herein,
Recognising the great importance of cooperation in maritime SAR, and in the provision of
expeditious and effective SAR services to save lives and reduce suffering,
Mindful of the Participants’ shared responsibilities for the conduct of maritime SAR as detailed
in the International Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue Manual (IAMSAR Manual),
The Participants have reached the following understandings:
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1

PARTICIPANTS

1.1 The agencies or authorities listed in Appendix 1 intend to implement the SAR Arrangement.
1.2 Each agency or authority listed in Appendix 1, Paragraph 2 has the responsibility for
maritime SAR in their country or territory.
1.3 Hereinafter, the agencies and authorities listed in Appendix 1 are referred to as ‘the
Participants’ in this SAR Arrangement.

DEFINITIONS
1.4 In this SAR Arrangement, the following definitions apply:
a. Rescue: An operation to retrieve persons in distress, provide for their initial medical or
other needs and deliver them to a place of safety
b. Search: An operation, normally co-ordinated by a rescue co-ordination centre or rescue
sub-centre, using available personnel and facilities to locate persons in distress
c. Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC): A unit responsible for promoting efficient
organisation of SAR services and for coordinating the conduct of SAR operations within a
SAR region
d. SAR Mission Coordinator (SMC): The official temporarily assigned to co-ordinate
response to an actual or apparent distress situation
e. SAR region (SRR): An area of defined dimensions, associated with a rescue co-ordination
centre, within which SAR services are provided
f. SAR point of contact (SPOC): RCCs and other established and recognised national points
of contact which can accept responsibility to receive Cospas-Sarsat alert data to enable
the rescue of persons in distress
g. SAR facility: Any mobile resource, including designated SAR units (SRU), used to conduct
SAR
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h. SAR service: The performance of distress monitoring, communication, co-ordination and
SAR functions, including provision of medical advice, initial medical assistance, or
medical evacuation, through the use of public and private resources, including cooperating aircraft, vessels and other craft and installations
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OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE

2.1 This SAR Arrangement establishes a framework for consultation and cooperation among the
Participants in carrying out activities related to SAR within the oceanic environment.
2.2 Nothing in this SAR Arrangement is intended to prejudice or affect in any way any
understanding or other arrangement between or among the Participants, or the rights and
duties of any Participant under international law.
2.3 No provision of this SAR Arrangement is intended to be construed as an obstruction to
prompt and effective action by any Participant to respond to distress whenever and
wherever found.
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RESPONSIBILITIES

3.1 The Participants, on receiving information of a maritime incident where any person is in
distress within its respective geographic area of maritime SAR responsibility, as described at
Appendix 2, intend to take urgent measures to provide assistance, regardless of the
nationality or status of such a person or the circumstances in which the person is found.
3.2 The Participants intend to carry out SAR operations in accordance with the relevant and
applicable SAR manuals and recommendations of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO), and any nationally-accepted SAR procedures.
3.3 The Participants intend to make every effort to retrieve persons in distress, provide for their
initial medical or other needs, and deliver them to a place of safety. Additionally, when it
does not involve excessive risk or cost to the units involved in SAR operations, the
Participants may attempt to recover the craft that the persons in distress are aboard.

4

3.4 To ensure that SAR operations are conducted in an efficient and coordinated manner, the
Participants intend to consult and cooperate with each other as necessary and appropriate,
lending mutual assistance as their capabilities allow.
3.5 If primary responsibility for coordination of a SAR operation cannot be immediately
ascertained, the RCCs or SPOCs concerned intend to consult with each other to resolve the
responsibility.
3.6 For any SAR operation involving coordination between Participants, in each case the
Participants intend to decide through consultation which Participant is to act as overall SAR
SMC.
3.7 Entry of SAR facilities of one Participant onto or over the territorial sea of another
Participant for the purpose of conducting SAR operations should be expeditiously arranged
via the appropriate RCC/SPOC.
3.8 SAR facilities of the Participants may conduct SAR operations within the geographic area of
maritime SAR responsibility of any other Participant with overall coordination carried out by
the SMC.
3.9 To facilitate the consultation and cooperation referred to in Paragraph 2.1; the Participants
should, to the best of their ability, keep each other informed of all relevant SAR operations.
The Participants intend to develop and implement procedures in accordance with the
relevant and applicable SAR manuals and recommendations of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), and any nationally-accepted SAR procedures to provide for the most
effective and efficient means of communication.
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SEARCH AND RESCUE REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC AREAS

4.1 The delimitation of the Participants’ maritime SRRs and geographic areas are found in
Appendix 2 to this SAR Arrangement.
4.2 The delimitation of geographic areas of maritime SAR responsibilities as intended by this
SAR Arrangement is not related to and does not prejudice the positions of any Participant
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with respect to their international maritime boundaries.
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RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRES/SAR POINTS OF CONTACT

5.1 The primary operational points of contact under this SAR Arrangement are the nationally
and internationally recognised RCCs/SPOCs of the Participants.
5.2 Participants intend, to the best of their ability, to keep each other informed about their
RCCs/SPOCs and area of SAR responsibility, and provide any information which might be
useful, in order to expedite and improve coordination.
5.3 Identification of these operational points of contact is not intended to preclude appropriate
direct coordination between any SAR facility and other organisational elements of the
Participants, especially when time is of the essence in the saving of lives at sea.
5.4 Any transfer of SMC responsibilities between the RCCs/SPOCs should be conducted by
consultation and agreed to between RCCs/SPOCs.
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COOPERATION

6.1 The subordinate elements of the Participants may provide for further coordination and
cooperation by the establishment of appropriate operational arrangements and procedures
consistent with this SAR Arrangement.
6.2 In addition to that related to specific SAR cases, the Participants intend to exchange
information that may serve to improve the effectiveness of SAR operations. This
information may include, but is not limited to:
a. communication details;
b. information about SAR facilities;
c. descriptions of available airfields;
d. knowledge of fueling and medical facilities; and
e. information useful for training SAR personnel.
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6.3 The Participants intend to promote mutual SAR cooperation by giving due consideration to
collaborative efforts that may include, but are not limited to:
a. arranging exchange visits between SAR personnel;
b. carrying out joint SAR exercises and training;
c. using ship reporting systems for SAR purposes;
d. sharing of SAR resources, which may include: information, procedures, techniques,
equipment, personnel and facilities;
e. providing services in support of SAR operations;
f. coordinating national positions on international SAR issues of mutual interest within the
scope of this SAR Arrangement;
g. supporting and conducting joint research and development initiatives aimed at reducing
search time, improving rescue effectiveness, and minimising risk to SAR personnel;
h. conducting regular SAR communications checks and exercises, including the use of
alternative means of communication that would be used to handle communication
overloads during major SAR operations; and
i. the Participants intend to meet as necessary and mutually determine to consider, inter
alia, measures to enhance regional and sub-regional cooperation and coordination and
the effectiveness of this SAR Arrangement.
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FINANCES

7.1 The Participants intend to conduct activities pursuant to this SAR Arrangement to the fullest
extent possible subject to the availability of SAR personnel, facilities and funds.
7.2 The Participants intend to provide SAR services to persons in danger or distress without
subsequent cost recovery from the person(s) assisted.
7.3 The Participants will be responsible for any expenses incurred by their own facilities
deployed during any SAR mission unless prior arrangements have been made.
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8

SAR ARRANGEMENT FACILITATION

8.1 The Participants intend to coordinate and facilitate application of this SAR Arrangement.
8.2 The Participants intend to resolve amicably any disagreement regarding the interpretation
or implementation of this SAR Arrangement by consultation between the Participants.
8.3 The Secretariat of the Pacific Community intends to provide depositary functions for this
SAR Arrangement, the appendixes and schedules.
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MODIFICATION

9.1 This SAR Arrangement may be modified with the written concurrence of the Participants.
9.2 The Appendices may be modified with written notification provided to the Secretariat of
the Pacific Community and other Participants.
9.3 The original Participants, upon mutual concurrence, may invite other countries or territories
to become Participants under this SAR Arrangement.

10 DURATION, WITHDRAWAL AND DISCONTINUATION
10.1 Each Participant’s cooperation under this SAR Arrangement may commence upon receipt
at the Secretariat of the Pacific Community of the statements of acceptance and may
continue indefinitely.
10.2 A Participant may withdraw from this SAR Arrangement at any time, but should endeavor
to provide not less than six (6) months’ notice in writing to the other Participants and to
the Secretariat of the Pacific Community. Such withdrawal from this SAR Arrangement is
not intended to affect the applicability of this SAR Arrangement to the remaining
Participants.
10.3 In the event the Participants choose to discontinue cooperation under this SAR
Arrangement, they intend to consult with other Participants regarding any SAR operations
or other cooperation in progress at the time of such discontinuation.
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List of appendices

Appendix 1

Administration and Participation

Appendix 2

Delimitation of Maritime Search and Rescue Regions and Geographic Areas

List of schedules
Schedule 1

Australian Maritime Safety Authority, Australia

Schedule 2

Commissioner of Police, Cook Islands Police’ Cook Islands

Schedule 3

National Police, Department of Justice, Federated States of Micronesia

Schedule 4

Ministry of Defense, Republic of Fiji

Schedule 5

Haut-Commissaire de la République en Nouvelle-Calédonie, France (New
Caledonia and Wallis and Futuna Islands)

Schedule 6

Haut-Commissaire de la République en Polynésie française, France (French
Polynesia)

Schedule 7

Marine Superintendent, Marine Division, Ministry of Communication, Transport
and Tourism Development, Kiribati

Schedule 8

National Police, Ministry of Justice, Republic of Marshall Islands

Schedule 9

Fisheries Resource Management Authority, Nauru

Schedule 10

Maritime New Zealand, New Zealand

Schedule 11

Niue Island Police Department, Niue

Schedule 12

Boating Law Administrator, Department of Public Safety, Office of Special
Programs, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands

Schedule 13

National Emergency Management Office, Office of the Vice President, Ministry
of Justice, Republic of Palau
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Schedule 14

National Maritime Safety Authority, Papua New Guinea

Schedule 15

Office of the Mayor, Pitcairn Islands

Schedule 16

Ministry of Police, Samoa

Schedule 17

Solomon Islands Maritime Safety Administration, Solomon Islands

Schedule 18

Department of Transport, Tokelau

Schedule 19

Marine and Ports Division, Ministry of Infrastructure, Kingdom of Tonga

Schedule 20

Tuvalu Police, Tuvalu

Schedule 21

United States Coast Guard, United States of America (American Samoa and
Guam), United States

Schedule 22

Maritime Police Wing, Vanuatu Police Forces, Vanuatu
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Maritime search and rescue technical arrangement for cooperation
among Pacific Island countries and territories
that support international lifesaving in the Pacific Ocean
APPENDIX 1: ADMINISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION
1.

Any correspondence pertaining to the Arrangement, in the first instance, should be addressed to
the Secretariat of the Pacific Community:
Mailing address:
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)
Private Mail Bag
Suva,
FIJI

2.

The following agencies or authorities intend to implement this SAR Arrangement in their respective
country or territory:






















Australian Maritime Safety Authority – Australia, see Schedule 1
Commissioner of Police, Cook Islands Police – Cook Islands, see Schedule 2
National Police, Department of Justice – Federated States of Micronesia, see Schedule 3
Ministry of Defense – Fiji, see Schedule 4
Haut-Commissaire de la République en Nouvelle-Calédonie – France (New Caledonia and
Wallis and Futuna Islands), see Schedule 5
Haut-Commissaire de la République en Polynésie française – France (French Polynesia), see
Schedule 6
Marine Division, Ministry of Communication, Transport and Tourism Development - Kiribati,
see Schedule 7
National Police, Ministry of Justice – Republic of Marshall Islands, see Schedule 8
Fisheries Resource Management – Nauru, see Schedule 9
Maritime New Zealand – New Zealand, see Schedule 10
Niue Islands Police Department – Niue, see Schedule 11
Boating Law Administrator, Department of Public Safety, Office of Special Programs –
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands National Emergency Management Office, Office
of the Vice President, Ministry of Justice – Republic of Palau, see Schedule 13
National Maritime Safety Authority – Papua New Guinea, see Schedule 14
Office of the Mayor – Pitcairn Islands, see Schedule 15
Ministry of Police – Samoa, see Schedule 16
Solomon Islands Maritime Safety Administration – Solomon Islands, see Schedule 17
Department of Transport – Tokelau, see Schedule 18
Marine and Ports Division, Ministry of Infrastructure – Kingdom of Tonga, see Schedule 19
Tuvalu Police – Tuvalu, see Schedule 20
United States Coast Guard, United States of America (American Samoa and Guam), see
Schedule 21
Maritime Police Wing, Police Forces – Vanuatu, see Schedule 22
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Maritime search and rescue technical arrangement for cooperation
among Pacific Island countries and territories
that support international lifesaving in the Pacific Ocean
APPENDIX 2: DELIMITATION OF MARITIME SEARCH AND RESCUE REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC
AREAS
1.

The maritime SAR regions of the United States and French Polynesia are separated geographically
by a continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
05°S 120°W and 05°S 157°W.

2.

The maritime SAR regions of the United States and New Zealand are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
05°S 171°W and 05°S 157°W.

3.

The maritime SAR regions of the United States and Fiji are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
05°S 171°W, 05°S 180°E, 03° 30’N 180°E and 03° 30’N 170°E.

4.

The maritime SAR regions of the United States and Nauru are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
03° 30’N 170°E, 03°30’N 160°E and 00° 160°E.

5.

The maritime SAR regions of the United States and Papua New Guinea are separated
geographically by a continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
00° 160°E and 00° 141°E.

6.

The maritime SAR regions of French Polynesia and New Zealand are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
30°S 131°W, 30°S 157°W and 05°S 157°W.

7.

The maritime SAR regions of New Zealand and Fiji are separated geographically by a continuous
line connecting the following coordinates:
05°S 171°W, 25°S 180°E and 25°S 174°E.

8.

The maritime SAR regions of New Zealand and New Caledonia are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
F: 25°S 163°E, G: 25°S 174°E, H: 26°S 174°E and I: 26°S 163°E.
Points F and G delineate the northern limit of the New Zealand maritime SAR region. Points H and
I delineate the southern limit of the New Caledonia maritime SAR region. Points F, G, H and I
delineate the overlapping area.

9.

The maritime SAR regions of New Zealand and Australia are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
25°S 163°E, then south to the coast of Antarctica along the 163°E meridian.
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10.

The maritime SAR regions of Australia and New Caledonia are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
A: 14°S 157°E, B: 14°S 161° 15’E, C: 17° 40’S 163°E, D: 26°S 163°E and
E: 26°S 157°E.
Points B, C and D delineate the eastern limit of the Australian maritime SAR region. Points D, E
and A delineate the western limit of the New Caledonia maritime SAR region. Points A, B, C, D and
E delineate the overlapping area.

11.

The maritime SAR regions of Australia and Solomon Islands are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
14°S 161° 15’E, 14°S 155°E and 12°S 155°E.
Because the Australia and New Caledonia maritime SAR regions overlap (see paragraph 10), the
line delimiting Australia and Solomon Islands maritime SAR regions overlap between 14°S 161°15’E and 14°S 157°E.

12.

The maritime SAR regions of Australia and Papua New Guinea are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
09° 37’S 141° 01’ 06”E, 09° 15’ 42”S 142° 03’ 30”E, thence along the Australia/Papua New Guinea
border to 09° 19’ 24”S 142° 48’ 18”E, 09° 08’S 143° 52’ 30”E, 09° 24’S 144° 14’E, 09° 56’ 34”S
144° 05’ 21”E, thence along the eastern boundary of the Great Barrier Reef to 11° 30’S 144° 01’
36”E, 11° 43’ 30”S 144° 04’ 20”E, 12°S 144°E and 12°S 155°E.

13.

The maritime SAR regions of Fiji and New Caledonia are separated geographically by a continuous
line connecting the following coordinates:
12° 30’S 171° 10’E, 21°S 174°E and 25°S 174°E.

14.

The maritime SAR regions of Fiji and Solomon Islands are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
10°S 171° 17’E and 12°30’S 171° 10’E.

15.

The maritime SAR regions of Fiji and Nauru are separated geographically by a continuous line
connecting the following coordinates:
10°S 171° 17’E, 09°00’S 170°00’E and 03°30’N 170°00’E.

16.

The maritime SAR regions of the Nauru and Solomon Islands are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
04° 50’S 160°E and 10°S 170°E.

17.

The maritime SAR regions of the Nauru and Papua New Guinea are separated geographically by a
continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
04°50’S 160°E and 00° 160°E.

18.

The maritime SAR regions of Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea are separated geographically
by a continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
04° 50’S 160°E, 04° 50’S 159°E, 07° 25’S 155°E and 14°S 155°E.
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19.

The maritime SAR regions of Solomon Islands and New Caledonia are separated geographically by
a continuous line connecting the following coordinates:
14°S 157°E, 14°S 163°E, 12°-30’S 165° 10’E and 12° 30’S 171° 10’E.Because the Australian and
New Caledonia maritime SAR regions overlap (see paragraph 10), the line delimiting Solomon
Islands and New Caledonia maritime SAR regions overlap between 14°S 161°-15’E and 14°S
157°E.

20.

The American Samoa maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

21.

The Cook Islands maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

22.

The Federated States of Micronesia maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

23.

The Kiribati maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

24.

The Marshall Islands maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

25.

The Niue maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

26.

The Northern Mariana Islands maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

27.

The Palau maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

28.

The Pitcairn Islands maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial seas.

29.

The Samoa maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

30.

The Tokelau maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

31.

The Tonga maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

32.

The Tuvalu maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

33.

The Vanuatu maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.

34.

The Wallis and Futuna maritime SAR geographic area is their territorial sea.
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Figure 1 – Depiction of the SRRs and geographic areas of responsibility
(developed upon acceptance of Appendix 2)
Figure 1.a – Pacific Ocean
Figure 1.b – Pacific Ocean – Northwest Region
Figure 1.c – Pacific Ocean - Northeast Region
Figure 1.d – Pacific Ocean - Southeast Region
Figure 1.e – Pacific Ocean - Southwest Region
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